Recognising Standard English

Read this extract of ‘The Wyrmstooth Crown’ and underline all of the non-standard English.

Guster the dragon lay in the mouth of his cave. He were itching. His back itched and
his belly itched. His fingers and his toes itched. Even his eyes and ears and nose itched.
It were unbearable.

Guster felt like this every autumn. While the leaves on the trees flushed into their autumn
finery, Guster’s green summer scales slowly changed to copper. This were a mountain dragon
trick which kept them safe from human eyes. Humans couldn’t spot no green scales against
the grass, red scales against autumn leaves or white scales against snow. Guster thought
that them humans must be well stupid.

Extract from the Twinkl Originals KS2 fantasy story ‘The Wyrmstooth Crown’

See if you can spot and fix the non-standard English in these sentences.

1. Then, Alfwyn declared, “We ain't a clan anymore. We are a kingdom! I will be your king.”

2. “It's not safe. They've gotten spells, Guster, evil spells.”

3. “It's so unfair, innit, what happened to her?” the girl went on.

4, “She said that they were gonna turn the Wyrmstooth Valley into a nature reserve.”

5. Guster reviewed the information he knew so far: human houses weren't circles no more,
they were usually rectangles.

6. “He cares about building human houses, but he don't care how many animal and dragon
homes he destroys.”

7. “And no disappearing down no caves, neither.”
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Recognising Standard English Answers

Read this extract of ‘The Wyrmstooth Crown’ and underline all of the non-standard English.

Guster the dragon lay in the mouth of his cave. He were itching. His back itched and
his belly itched. His fingers and his toes itched. Even his eyes and ears and nose itched.
It were unbearable.

Guster felt like this every autumn. While the leaves on the trees flushed into their autumn
finery, Guster’'s green summer scales slowly changed to copper. This were a mountain
dragon trick which kept them safe from human eyes. Humans couldn’t spot no green scales
against the grass, red scales against autumn leaves or white scales against snow. Guster
thought that them humans must be well stupid.

Extract from the Twinkl Originals KS2 fantasy story ‘The Wyrmstooth Crown’

Here is the original extract from ‘The Wyrmstooth Crown':

Guster the dragon lay in the mouth of his cave. He itched. His back itched and his
belly itched. His fingers and his toes itched. Even his eyes and ears and nose itched. It
was unbearable.

Guster felt like this every autumn. While the leaves on the trees flushed into their autumn
finery, Guster’s green summer scales slowly changed to copper. This was a mountain dragon
trick which kept them safe from human eyes. Humans couldn’t spot green scales against the
grass, red scales against autumn leaves or white scales against snow. Guster thought that
humans must be very stupid.

Extract from the Twinkl Originals KS2 fantasy story ‘The Wyrmstooth Crown’

See if you can spot and fix the non-standard English in these sentences.

1. Then, Alfwyn declared, “We ain't a clan anymore. We are a kingdom! I will be your king.”
Then, Alfwyn declared, “We are not a clan anymore We are a kingdom! I will be
your king.”

2. “It's not safe. They've gotten spells, Guster, evil spells.”
“It's not safe. They've got spells, Guster, evil spells.”

3. “It's so unfair, innit, what happened to her?” the girl went on.
“It's so unfair, isn't it, what happened to her?” the girl went on.

4, “She said that they were gonna turn the Wyrmstooth Valley into a nature reserve.”
“She said that they were going to turn the Wyrmstooth Valley into a nature reserve.”
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Recognising Standard English Answers

5. Guster reviewed the information he knew so far: human houses weren't circles no more,
they were usually rectangles.
Guster reviewed the information he knew so far: human houses weren't circles any
more, they were usually rectangles.

6. “He cares about building human houses, but he don't care how many animal and dragon
homes he destroys.”
“He cares about building human houses, but he doesn’t care how many animal and
dragon homes he destroys.”

7. “And no disappearing down no caves, neither.”
“And no disappearing down any caves, either.”
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