
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Guide to reading and phonics



EYFS and KS1 Phonics 

Our primary aim is to teach the children the phonetic 
skills   they require to be able to blend words fluently 
with the expectation that they will develop as fluent 
readers as they  progress through our school. 

 
Our teaching of phonics is led by Bug Club from Pearson 
which we use for our daily sessions and for phonic 
readers. We offer phonic readers physically and online 
through our e-books.  We follow our whole school 
progressive planning for phonics and spellings. 

 
Every day we teach a 20/30 minute phonics session 
and the  children are supported as needed to access 
and join in with these sessions. We endeavor to make 
the sessions fun and interactive for the children. 

 
Phonic knowledge and skills are regularly monitored 
and assessed to ensure rapid and sustained progress. 

 

 



Reading 
All our reading books are graded in difficulty by 
reading  levels known as Book Bands. Each Book Band 
has its own colour. The chart below gives an 
indication of the range of Book Band levels at which 
most children will be  reading as they progress through 
our school. Please note that the rate at which 
children progress through these book band colours is 
personal to them and is a steady process which is 
supported through reading sessions in school and 
regular assessments. These book bands are the basis 
for the e-book selections that the children have access 
to via Pearson. On our school website there is a 
document explaining the characteristics of each book 
band and expectations. 

 
 

 



 



 



How we promote reading 
• All pupils are encouraged to read at home 

3 or more  times a week. 
• All classes are involved in regular buddy 

reading and visits to our own library. 
• A group of Y4s are our appointed school 

librarians and do a terrific job of keeping 
our space organised and accessible. 

• We have special events through the school year 
with a  focus on reading such as World Book Day 

• KS1 and EYFS classes have dedicated story time 
and explore quality picture books and short 
stories 

• All KS2 classes have a class focus 
text every term which is linked to 
our whole school reading spine , 

• All classes have a dedicated 
reading area 

• Promote the Library Services Reading challenges 
and visit Kington library. We also have termly 
loans from the Herefordshire library service 
which helps to support our wider curriculum. 

 
 
 
 
Please read below for news from Herefordshire 
libraries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 


