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Our Intent:
We aim to develop lively, enquiring minds encouraging pupils to become self-motivated, confident and capable in order to solve problems that will become an integral part of their future.
· To maintain consistent practice, progression and continuity across school.
· To differentiate spellings and phonics according to the needs of pupils so that all pupils are challenged at a level at which they can experience success.
· To give children word work strategies so that they become fluent readers and confident writers.
Implementation of Phonics and spellings
The teaching of phonics at Kington Primary School follows the sequence of our whole school scheme with Pearson’s ‘Phonics Bugs’/’Bug Club’ as our main resource. Children from Year 1 through to Year 2 and where appropriate within our older classes children are grouped in phases according to ability.
We track children who did not pass the Y1 phonics test/Y2 retake from Y2 onwards, reviewing progress and supporting them as appropriate through small group or individual intervention.
Nursery
Nursery introduces Phase 1 (7 aspects) of ‘Letters and Sounds’ with activities from all elements of EYFS learning being included. In the summer term the aspects covering blending, segmenting, rhythm and recognition of initial sounds are introduced for those who are ready.
Reception and KS1
High quality sessions are taught daily enhanced by a multi-sensory approach taking into account different learning styles including visual, auditory and kinaesthetic. Children are grouped according to their appropriate phase and these are regularly reviewed. 
Key Stage 2
High quality sessions are taught daily throughout KS2. Children in Years 3 and 4 are grouped according to their Phase and these are reviewed regularly, the more able children within Year 3 and Year 4 are taught through the Y3/4 spelling word lists. In years 5 and 6 the children working at ARE are taught a daily SPAG focused lesson which supports their end of year assessments. Within both classes there are interventions to support those who may need additional reinforcement.
In all of our phonics and spelling teaching we ensure that the children overlearn i.e. revisit and practise individual words and groups of words. We encourage the children to look for and understand spelling rules and patterns.
Assessment
All of our children are assessed regularly with ongoing assessments as part of our teaching of phonics and spellings (see assessment policy) however, there are also additional assessments which are implemented throughout the school year.
KS1 – Year 1 phonics test in June, optional spelling test as part of their end of KS assessments.
KS2 – SWST in September and June, Year 6 SPAG test in May.

Inclusion and equal opportunities
All children are provided with equal access to the phonics and spelling curriculum. We aim to provide suitable learning opportunities regardless of gender, ethnicity or home background.  All children will have their specific needs met through differentiated work in conjunction with targets. TA support time is planned for and provided in relation to identified needs for individuals and groups.
Marking and presentation
Teachers are expected to adhere to the schools marking policy when marking books and presentation policy when guiding children as to how to present their work. 

Impact - Monitoring and Evaluating the Phonics and spelling Curriculum
The subject coordinator, alongside the senior management team, are responsible for monitoring and evaluating curriculum progress. This is done through book scrutiny, planning scrutiny, lesson observations, pupil interviews, staff discussions and audit of resources.
Review
The phonics and spelling policy will be reflected in our practice. The policy will be reviewed annually.
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