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September 2025 – Class 3T
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Welcome to Year 3! We hope you're all looking forward to the start of a new school year and the exciting topics we’ll be exploring together. Below is a brief outline of the work planned for this term. As always, if there are any subjects you have a particular interest in or if you have any resources that could enrich our learning, we would greatly appreciate your support.
Thank you,
Miss Tindale
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	Subject
	Detailed Information about our learning
	How can you help at home?

	English

	Reading – we will continue to work on our comprehension skills with a particular focus on answering questions about characters, settings and the main events. We will continue to work every morning from 9 o’clock in an appropriate phonics group which will support their accurate reading and spelling.
Writing – 
Poetry – first half term. Our focus work will be poetry written by Pie Corbett based on candlelight.  We will look at how language choice improves our understanding and enjoyment of different poems. To finest the topic, we will write our own candle inspired poetry.
Book Reviews – first and second half term. We will be reading Dick King Smiths book The Sheep Pig in class and use our opinion to write a book review about it. We will use headings and subheadings to arrange information and write summaries of the story from memory. 
Non-chronological report – second half term.
We will write a non-chronological report on the Portia Spider. We will look at the purpose of a text, the audience, language and layout of a report.
Handwriting - we will be working very hard to secure letter formation. Children should be writing as neatly and clearly as they can in all of their writing.

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar – in addition to our daily phonics sessions the children will have a weekly SPaG lesson.
As a class we will be working on specific spellings throughout the year, which will need to be practiced at home and tested each Friday. 
	Please consider the following ideas:
• Discuss the focus texts
that are being worked on
and talk about the main
features.
• Join Kington library and visit regularly.
• Encourage your child to
read as much
as possible.
• Ask questions about their books (meanings of words etc.). Some example
questions are included at
the end of the pack.
• Encourage your child to use a dictionary and/or
thesaurus to correct any
spellings that need to be
checked in their writing.


	Maths

	In our sessions we will be focusing on number and these are the main objectives which we will be covering: -
· Adding and subtracting up to three numbers. 
· Securing place value to 100.
· Bridging 100. 
· Measuring length and recording in tables.

In addition, we will also be working on our times tables. In Year 3 the focus is the 3-, 4- and 8-times tables as well as revisiting the 2-, 5- and 10-times table. 
	Please consider the following ideas:
• Support your child with
their times tables whether that be on ‘Times Tables Rockstars’ or in practical ways at home.
• Be aware and identify
everyday uses of maths
(e.g. money, weighing, time
etc.)
• Helping practise number
bonds & facts.
• Practise telling the time.
• Encourage and support your child with homework tasks.

	RE 
	As part of the Herefordshire syllabus, we will be finding out this term about Christianity. Our aims are to learn about people of God and how they lived their lives. We will learn about Noah and consider what it was like for him to follow God. We will learn about the covenant that Christians believe Noah made with God, making links to the promises that Christians make at a wedding ceremony. We will also consider why following God might sometimes feel hard for believers.
	Discuss with your child what they have learnt each week and how they feel about it.

Discuss moments in their own lives which have been special to them and think why.



	Music
	This term, the children will be exploring rhythmic patterns with Mrs Guy. The children will learn to identify rhythms and play them using body percussion, instruments and plastic cups! They will explore call-and-response techniques used in a range of songs and have fun creating their own call-and-response phrases. The children will develop their ensemble skills, learning to perform simple rhythmic ostinatos to accompany a song or poem. 
	Talk to your child about what they have learnt each week in their music lessons.


	PE
	We are lucky to have Mr Fotheringham joining us on Fridays for the first half term to teach us some multi-skills. On Mondays we will be developing our skills in dance. 
	Please wear correct PE kit to school on a Monday and a Friday.

	Computing
	We will be discovering how digital devices connect us, what we can use them for and how computers can do for us. After half term we will be creating our own stop-frame animations. 
	If your child has access to a computer, please encourage them to demonstrate the safety rules which we have been discussing in school.

	French
	We will be beginning to learn French in Year 3. First, we will learn what life is like in France and other French-speaking countries before learning how to say hello and introduce ourselves, having short conversations and counting to 10. Learning a new language will be lots of fun!  
	Please encourage your child to teach you the phrases and vocabulary which we explore each week.

	Jigsaw/ PSHE
	We will be working through our weekly sessions on the unit ‘being me’. We will explore ideas linked to being a class team, thinking about different responsibilities and roles across our school and then as a citizen of our local community.
	Please discuss with your child the main ideas which have been explored in our weekly sessions. What do they think were the main ideas? 


	
Our main theme this term


	
What can we learn about humans and animals? How can animals and humans live in harmony?
Appreciating the natural world and those who live in it


	Science
	In the first half term we will be learning about animal identification and grouping including vertebrates and invertebrates with Mrs Guy. Through investigations we will explore the effect of exercise on humans and learn more about teeth hygiene. We will also consider foods which are included in the diets of different animals and humans and these which are the most beneficial. When learning about different animals we will also explore what we mean by an ‘endangered species’.

	Find some of your own information about animals which you are particularly interested in.
Think about how you keep your teeth healthy, what advice would you give someone else?
Discuss what you think we could do to help species of animals which are endangered.

	Geography
	
	Using suggested websites to help you to understand more about these topics.
Discussing at home the main focus of our learning in school.

	DT
	Through our humans and animals work in science we will also explore a balanced diet and have opportunity to complete some cookery tasks.
	Having chance at home to try out some of the recipes which we explore in school.

	Art
	We will be developing our charcoal skills as we explore chiaroscuro and experiment with the types of marks we can make with charcoal. We will be working on larger sheets of paper to create our own charcoal art.  
	Discuss the work which the children have looked at each week and what they enjoyed about it.

	Our class readers this term will be ‘James and the Giant Peach’ by Roald Dahl and ‘The Sheep Pig’ by Dick King Smith.



Adults in 3T
We are supported this year by Mrs Darch and Mrs Redfern in the mornings. On Wednesdays, we welcome Mrs Guy to support our learning. 
Homework
Our weekly homework activities give good opportunities for you to talk with your child about their current learning and to support them as they complete their spellings, times tables and reading challenges. They are set on a Friday and should be returned to school by the following Friday. 
Reading
In Year 3, daily reading practice remains a key priority and is crucial for development. We have a system in place at school for the return of books, which the children are familiar with. They will continue progressing through our school’s ‘book band’ system, completing individual assessments based on word lists before advancing to the next colour band. Attached to this guide, you’ll find examples of questions that can help support your child’s reading at home. In addition to the physical books they bring home, they also have access to a wide selection of books via their Pearson/Bug Club account. All of these reading options will contribute to fulfilling their homework reading requirements.
Times Tables
In Year 3, it is a national expectation that children are fluent and accurate with their 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, and 10 times tables. To help them achieve this, we will continue using ‘Times Table Rockstars’ and reinforcing their understanding and recall through practical activities and games.
Any support you can provide at home would be greatly appreciated, and I am always happy to supply additional resources if needed.
As always, if you have any questions about the information in this guide, please feel free to contact me.
Kind regards,
Miss Tindale




Here are some additional ideas for questions to ask about a text and to support your general ‘reading chat’ when reading at home.
Fiction
Q What sort of person is……? What makes you think that?
Q What is your opinion of this character?
Q How do you know (character) was feeling: happy, sad, scared, excited?
Q ……was feeling upset. How do you know? Find two pieces of evidence
Q What choice would you have made?
Q Why do you think ………is acting in this way?
Q Why do you think ……… said “…………………..” ?
Q What do you think …meant when he/she said “……………”
Q What does this tell you about what he/she was thinking/feeling?
Q How do you know ……… and …………were enemies? Best friends? Find 2 pieces of evidence.
Q Which of these characters do you feel closest to? Why?
Q Why do you think the author describes the setting as “………”
Q Who is your favourite character? Why?
Q Look at the author’s description of ….. Why do you think the author wrote the description in this way?
Q Why do you think the author chose to use a short sentence in this part of the story?
Q Did you enjoy this story? Why?
Q What, in your opinion, was the most exciting part of the story, explain your answer in as much detail as you can.
Q What is your opinion of the ending the author chose?
Q Can you think of an alternative ending?
Q Does this story have a moral/message?
Q Which words or phrases create suspense in this piece of writing?
Q How does this text compare to other books that you have read by the same author?










Non-Fiction
Q What is the information on the back of a story book called?
Q Where will you find an index? In which order will you find these words?
Q Can you explain what information you will find in a glossary?
Q Where will you find the contents in a non-fiction book?
Q What are the differences between fiction and non-fiction?
Q What information does this diagram tell you?
Q Why do you think the author chose to use arrows/lines in this diagram?
Q How does the way the title has been written encourage you to read this report?
Q What is the difference between a non-chronological report and an explanation?
Q Is this advertisement a good example of a persuasive text? If so, Why? Why not?



Poetry

Q Which words rhyme in this poem?
Q Which adjectives have been used to describe……?
Q Which genre best describes this story? Explain using evidence from the text
Q What type of text is this? How do you know this?
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