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Summer Term – Class 3T
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Wow – it is hard to believe we are already starting the summer term! We have an exciting and busy few weeks ahead, and the children are already showing great enthusiasm for the topics we will be exploring. Below is a brief outline of the work planned for this term across the curriculum. As always, if there are any subjects you have a particular interest in or if you have any resources, experiences, or expertise that could enrich our learning, we would greatly appreciate your support.
Thank you,
Miss Tindale
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	Subject
	Detailed Information about our learning
	How can you help at home?

	English

	Reading – 
We will continue to work on our comprehension skills with a particular focus on answering questions about characters, settings and the main events. We will also continue to work every morning from 9 o’clock in an appropriate phonics group which will support accurate reading and spelling.

Writing – 
Our English work this half term will centre around “Rumpelstiltskin” as a journey story, where children will explore the structure of a journey tale and develop their narrative writing skills. They will focus on using ambitious vocabulary, varied sentence structures and descriptive language to bring characters and settings to life, as well as retelling and adapting the story in their own creative ways.
Alongside this, we will explore poetry linked to nature, using this as a stimulus for performance, discussion and creative expression. Children will investigate poetic features such as rhyme, rhythm and imagery, and will have opportunities to perform and create their own nature-inspired poems.
Children will develop their persuasive writing skills by focusing on our local area and the importance of caring for the environment. They will learn how to structure arguments, use persuasive language and present their ideas clearly, encouraging others to make positive choices to look after the world around them.

Handwriting –
We will be working very hard to secure letter formation. Children should be writing as neatly and clearly as they can in all of their writing. We will continue to use Bubble Writing to help us.

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar – 
In addition to our daily phonics sessions the children will have a weekly SPaG lesson.
As a class we will be working on specific spellings throughout the year, which will need to be practiced at home and tested each Friday. 
	Please consider the following ideas:
• Discuss the focus texts
that are being worked on
and talk about the main
features.
• Join Kington library and visit regularly.
• Encourage your child to
read as much
as possible.
• Ask questions about their books (meanings of words etc.). Some example
questions are included at
the end of the pack.
• Encourage your child to use a dictionary and/or
thesaurus to correct any
spellings that need to be
checked in their writing.


	Maths

	In our sessions we will be focusing on fractions and geometry, and these are the main objectives which we will be covering:
• Unit fractions – children will learn that a unit fraction has a numerator of one and will explore how these represent equal parts of a whole using shapes, number lines, and objects.
• Non-unit fractions – building on this, children will compare and find non-unit fractions, recognising fractions as numbers and learning to count in tenths.
• Parallel and perpendicular sides in polygons – children will identify and describe the properties of 2D shapes, including recognising parallel and perpendicular lines, and using these terms to describe the features of different polygons.
• Time – children will recap telling the time to the nearest five minutes and progress to telling the time to the nearest minute. They will also learn to use a.m. and p.m., understand 24-hour time, and solve problems involving duration.

In addition, we will also continue to develop our fluency with times tables. In Year 3, the focus is the 3-, 4- and 8-times tables, as well as revisiting the 2-, 5- and 10-times tables.
	Please consider the following ideas:
• Support your child with
their times tables whether that be on ‘Times Tables Rockstars’ or in practical ways at home.
• Be aware and identify
everyday uses of maths
(e.g. money, weighing, time
etc.)
• Helping practise number
bonds & facts.
• Practise telling the time.
• Encourage and support your child with homework tasks.

	RE 
	As part of the Herefordshire syllabus, we will begin the term by exploring the question What kind of world did Jesus want? By learning about the story of the Fishers of Men and the role of the Evangelists. We will then explore how Jesus wanted people to act and what this teaches Christians today. 
In the second half of the term, we will be learning about how people from Jewish, Christian, Muslim and non-religious worldviews try to care for the world. We will explore what motivates them, using scripture and religious teachings to support our understanding. Children will have opportunities to ask questions and reflect on their own responsibilities in caring for the world.
	Discuss with your child what they have learnt each week and how they feel about it.

Discuss moments in their own lives which have been special to them and think why.



	Music
	The term begins with songs and activities to get children listening and describing pitch and melody. Using their voice as an instrument, they will create simple soundscapes. They will learn to represent melodies from songs and explore different forms of graphic notation.
As the term moves on, the class will develop their knowledge of the pentatonic scale, singing songs and working in small groups to compose and improvise simple melodies.
	Talk to your child about what they have learnt each week in their music lessons.


	PE
	In the summer term, we will spend lots of time practicing and refining our skills ready for Sports Day. We will also be learning how to play tag rugby and revisiting all of the skills we have learnt this year. 
	Please wear correct PE kit to school on a Monday and a Wednesday.

	Computing
	In the first half of the term, children will explore how text and images can be used to communicate messages. They will use desktop publishing software to edit documents and create their own magazine front covers, learning about templates, orientation, and placeholders.
In the second half, children will build on their understanding of sequencing through programming. They will move a sprite in different directions, design their own maze, and use pen blocks to draw lines, finishing with a maze-tracing program of their own.
	If your child has access to a computer, please encourage them to demonstrate the safety rules which we have been discussing in school.

	French
	In the summer term, children will learn 10 flavours of ice-cream and the transactional language required to purchase an ice-cream. They will learn the knowledge and skills to take part in a role-play activity where they will order a cone or pot of ice-cream in the flavour(s) of their choice.
We will also learn 10 fruits and be introduced to the simple opinions ‘I like’ and ‘I do not like’. 
	Please encourage your child to teach you the phrases and vocabulary which we explore each week.

	Jigsaw/ PSHE
	In PSHE this term, children will begin with the topic Relationships. They will explore family roles and responsibilities and learn how to build and maintain positive friendships. There will be a focus on staying safe online and understanding the importance of kindness and respect in digital communication. Children will also consider what it means to be a global citizen and reflect on the relationships in their own lives, celebrating their personal web of connections.
In the second half of the term, the focus will be on Changing Me. Children will learn about how babies grow and the changes that happen to their bodies as they get older. They will explore both outside and inside body changes and begin to understand the concept of family stereotypes. The unit will end with children looking ahead to the future and thinking about their hopes and changes to come.
	Please discuss with your child the main ideas which have been explored in our weekly sessions. What do they think were the main ideas? 


	Science
	This term in science, children will be learning about Rocks and Soils. They will begin by identifying and grouping different types of rocks based on their properties. They will explore how rocks are formed and understand the differences between igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic rocks. Children will investigate why certain rocks are used for specific purposes, linking their properties to everyday uses. The unit will also cover how fossils are formed, helping children understand what they can tell us about the past.
	Find some of your own information about plants which you are particularly interested in.
Discuss what you think we could do to help species of animals which are endangered.

	History
	This half term in History, children will explore the Viking raids and invasions, developing a clear understanding of when and why the Vikings came to Britain. They will build a secure sense of chronology and begin to understand how these events fit into British, local and world history.

Pupils will learn about key historical figures such as Alfred the Great and Athelstan, examining how different kings responded to Viking invasions and the impact this had on Britain. They will also explore Viking life, including how Vikings lived, worked and what they believed, as well as learning about Viking gods and their significance. 
	Parents can support this topic by reading books or watching child-friendly documentaries about the Vikings, helping children to discuss what life was like in the past. You could also visit a local library, explore online resources or encourage your child to share what they have learnt.

	DT
	This half term in Design and Technology, children will explore the theme of British Inventors and how their creations have shaped the world we live in. They will investigate significant inventions such as the telephone, the World Wide Web, reinforced concrete and the mackintosh, learning about the inventors behind them and their impact on everyday life. 
Pupils will develop their design, making and evaluation skills through a range of practical activities, including testing and creating their own designs, such as string telephones and waterproof materials. They will also learn to think carefully about materials and their properties, considering what makes a product successful and fit for purpose.
	Parents can support DT learning at home by encouraging children to explore how everyday objects work, such as phones, websites or household items, and discussing who might have invented them. 

	Art
	This half term in Art, children will explore the pathway “Making Animated Drawings”, where they will learn how drawings can be brought to life through animation. They will discover that animations are created by sequencing images and will explore examples of artists who use this technique.

Pupils will develop their drawing and mark-making skills, using their imagination to create visually engaging characters and scenes. They will design and make their own paper puppets with moving parts, as well as create backgrounds to support their ideas and storytelling.
	Discuss the work which the children have looked at each week and what they enjoyed about it.

	Our class readers this term will be ‘Racing with Gladiators’ by Mary Pope Osborne and The Hodgeheg by Dick King-Smith.



Adults in 3T
We are supported this year by Mrs Darch and Mrs Evans in the mornings and Mrs Jones in the afternoon. On Tuesdays, we welcome Mrs Guy to support our learning. 
Homework
Our weekly homework activities give good opportunities for you to talk with your child about their current learning and to support them as they complete their spellings, times tables and reading challenges. They are set on a Friday and should be returned to school by the following Friday. We will continue to use our homework stamper incentive, which will reward children with a stamp for completing their homework for the week. Children who gain four stamps over the half term will be entered into a prize draw. 
Reading
In Year 3, daily reading practice remains a key priority and is crucial for development. We have a system in place at school for the return of books, which the children are familiar with. They will continue progressing through our school’s ‘book band’ system, completing individual assessments based on word lists before advancing to the next colour band. In addition to the physical books they bring home, they also have access to a wide selection of books via their Pearson/Bug Club account. All of these reading options will contribute to fulfilling their homework reading requirements.
Times Tables
In Year 3, it is a national expectation that children are fluent and accurate with their 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, and 10 times tables. To help them achieve this, we will continue using ‘Times Table Rockstars’ and reinforcing their understanding and recall through practical activities and games.
Any support you can provide at home would be greatly appreciated, and I am always happy to supply additional resources if needed. As always, if you have any questions about the information in this guide, please feel free to contact me.
Kind regards,
Miss Tindale


Here are some additional ideas for questions to ask about a text and to support your general ‘reading chat’ when reading at home.
Fiction
Q What sort of person is……? What makes you think that?
Q What is your opinion of this character?
Q How do you know (character) was feeling: happy, sad, scared, excited?
Q ……was feeling upset. How do you know? Find two pieces of evidence
Q What choice would you have made?
Q Why do you think ………is acting in this way?
Q Why do you think ……… said “…………………..” ?
Q What do you think …meant when he/she said “……………”
Q What does this tell you about what he/she was thinking/feeling?
Q How do you know ……… and …………were enemies? Best friends? Find 2 pieces of evidence.
Q Which of these characters do you feel closest to? Why?
Q Why do you think the author describes the setting as “………”
Q Who is your favourite character? Why?
Q Look at the author’s description of ….. Why do you think the author wrote the description in this way?
Q Why do you think the author chose to use a short sentence in this part of the story?
Q Did you enjoy this story? Why?
Q What, in your opinion, was the most exciting part of the story, explain your answer in as much detail as you can.
Q What is your opinion of the ending the author chose?
Q Can you think of an alternative ending?
Q Does this story have a moral/message?
Q Which words or phrases create suspense in this piece of writing?
Q How does this text compare to other books that you have read by the same author?










Non-Fiction
Q What is the information on the back of a story book called?
Q Where will you find an index? In which order will you find these words?
Q Can you explain what information you will find in a glossary?
Q Where will you find the contents in a non-fiction book?
Q What are the differences between fiction and non-fiction?
Q What information does this diagram tell you?
Q Why do you think the author chose to use arrows/lines in this diagram?
Q How does the way the title has been written encourage you to read this report?
Q What is the difference between a non-chronological report and an explanation?
Q Is this advertisement a good example of a persuasive text? If so, Why? Why not?



Poetry

Q Which words rhyme in this poem?
Q Which adjectives have been used to describe……?
Q Which genre best describes this story? Explain using evidence from the text
Q What type of text is this? How do you know this?
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