	Autumn Term Information for Year 2 Parents-2026
admin@kington.hereford.sch.uk

	Welcome to Year 2
We hope the information below will answer some the questions you may have about Year 2.  If you still have any further questions or concerns, please come and speak to us.  Thank you.

Reading
Practising reading regularly with an adult is a priority in Year 2.  The expectation is that parents will read with their child at least 3 times per week and a short activity will be completed in their homework book.  If you wish to comment on your child’s reading, you can write in their homework book.  We do use a reading diary in Year 2 which you are able to also complete/sign to reflect reading being completed at home.  The children will choose one book each week which is colour coded.  The colour label on the spine indicates your child’s reading level.  There is a guide to the book levels below.  Books are changed every Thursday although children are welcome to change more regularly than this if needed.
[image: ]What books should my children be reading?
Orange level – Your child is starting to read longer and more complex sentences and can understand a range of punctuation, e.g., exclamation marks and question marks. These books usually have about 20 pages with 4 or 5 sentences per page. 
Turquoise level – Your child can read complex sentences fluently, taking note of punctuation, e.g., speech marks.  They use expression and do not rely on illustrations to help them. These books usually have about 20 pages with 4 or 5 sentences per page. 
Purple level – Your child might read silently or quietly at quite a rapid pace, taking note of punctuation.  These books usually have about 25 pages with 5 to 10 sentences per page. 
Gold level – Your child will often read silently or quietly at quite a rapid pace, taking note of punctuation.  These books usually have about 25 pages with 5 to 10 sentences per page. 
White level – These books might have chapters. Your child will read silently most of the time.  They are interested in longer texts which they can return to easily after a break.   
Lime level – These books often have chapters.  Your child will read silently most of the time.  They are interested in longer texts which they can return to easily after a break.  
To achieve the expected level by the end of year 2, your child should be reading books on the Gold or White book band by June 2027.  This can be challenging for some children, but it is achievable for most if they practise their reading at home regularly.


Spelling
Spelling lists for the term are in your child’s homework book.    Mrs Welson/Mrs Wood will be doing a spelling test every Friday during the phonics lesson.  
Homework 
Homework is given out on Friday and due back into school by the following Wednesday.   Please talk to your child about each activity and support them to do their very best. If you have any problems, please let us know.
School Clothes
Please write your child’s name in their jumpers/cardigans/sports hoodie/coat etc. and please check regularly to make sure the writing has not disappeared.  It is almost impossible for us to track down lost items if clothes are not marked clearly with your child’s name.   
Water Bottles
Provide your child with a bottle of water labelled with their name. They will be able to drink this during the mornings and afternoons.  At lunchtime they may have juice/squash in a separate bottle.
P.E. 
Correct P.E. kit is black shorts, yellow t-shirt and plain pumps/trainers to wear outside. Please ensure that your child can tie their own laces if they wear trainers with laces.  We will be doing P.E outside as much as possible, so as the weather gets cooler black joggers can be worn instead of shorts.    Earrings should be removed at home on P.E. days for health and safety reasons or will need to be covered with first aid tape in school.
P.E. days will be sent via text as soon as we know when they will be.

We hope you find this information useful.  We are looking forward to working with your children. 

Mrs Welson and Miss Roche




	
CURRICULUM INFORMATION FOR THE AUTUMN TERM 2026

	English
Phonics: Recapping Phase 5 and then moving onto the Year 2 spelling curriculum.
Reading:  We will hear your child read each week during a group guided reading session, whole class reading and at other times 1:1.  
Writing: Children write in dedicated English lessons, as well as in other subjects like Geography, History, Science and R.E.
Fiction texts:  Billy the Brave Knight and The Elves and the Shoemaker
 The focus this term is on consolidating basic punctuation (capital letters.?!), using adjectives to describe and spelling keywords correctly.
Non-Fiction:  Recounts and Reports
	How you can help.

Read at least 3 times a week with your child. 
Complete the reading and spelling task that is set for homework each week.
Join/visit Kington Library. 
Read to and with your child as often as possible too.


	Maths 
Place Value - tens and ones, ordering and comparing numbers and counting on in 2s,5s, 3s and 10s from any 2-digit number.
Addition and Subtraction – number bonds to 20, adding 1 and 2-digit numbers, problem solving, reasoning and decision making.  Year 2 are expected to work with numbers up to 100.
Multiplication and Division- begin to learn 2, 5- and 10-times table.

	How you can help
Practise counting in 2s, 5s, and 10s.
Practise all number bonds for numbers up to ten and number bonds up to twenty so that your child can do them with rapid recall.
Play games on our class page in the Maths folder.


	Science 
Habitats 
· Describe how a specific habitat provides for the basic needs of things living there.
· Identify and name plants and animals in a range of habitats.     
· Match living things to their habitat.         
 Everyday materials
· identify and name a range of materials   
· suggest why a material might or might not be used for a specific job.       
· explore how shapes can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching.  
	 How you can help
Take your child on a nature walk.
Go on a mini beast hunt.
Observe animals in the garden.
Visit the library

Collect different materials and talk about their properties.
Discuss why things are made from particular materials.
Use the resources on our class page.


	P.E.
1st Half term - Games:
We will be learning to hit, kick and roll different balls, as well as how to use space, defend and attack in games.  We will follow rules in simple games.
2nd Half term - Gymnastics
We will be learning to plan and perform a sequence of movements on the floor and using apparatus.
REAL P.E. – Unit 1 and 2
	How you can help
· Correct P.E. kit – black shorts (joggers if cold), yellow t-shirt and pumps/trainers to wear outside. 
· Hair must be tied back, and earrings removed/covered.


	Computing
Devices and Using technology. We will be exploring what we mean by ‘information technology’ and understanding the devices which help us to communicate with others. We will be reinforcing the key safety rules for using any device but in particular those connected to the internet.

	How you can help
Talk to your child about internet safety and what to do if they are concerned about anything.

	History/Geography
Kington- Our local area. We will be exploring key characteristics of our local area and consider why people might come to visit Kington. We will be practising how to use a local map and make a start on understanding symbols when using a key on an O/S map.
House and Homes. We will be working on considering how people lived in houses which might be similar or different to those in which we live today. We will start to develop our skills of chronology and use vocabulary linked to past and present.

	 How you can help
Visit Kington Museum.

Look at maps of Kington, identify different features and plan a route from one place to another.  Go for a walk and look at the different type of houses and homes.

	Music 
1st half term:  Exploring Pulse and copying rhythmic patterns
2nd half term:  Creating, combining and representing rhythmic patterns.
	How you can help
Listen to different types of music at home.

	R.E.
Who is Muslim and how do they live? We will start by thinking about objects, places and people that are special to us. This will then develop into learning about the importance of the key beliefs and places to a Muslim.

Christmas and why it is such a special time for Christians. What is it about this time of year which is so important to a Christian?
	How you can help
Talk about different religions and how people are the same and how people are different.  
If you travel to a large city, point out different places of worship – churches, cathedrals, mosques, temples, synagogues etc.
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