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Dear Parents / Guardians,
Firstly, welcome to Year 4. I hope that you are all ready to start a new school year and to explore many exciting topics. Below is a brief overview of the term’s planned work as always, if there are any topics that you are particularly interested in or have any resources that would support our learning which you would be willing to share, please let us know. 
Thank you, Mrs Guy.
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	Subject
	Detailed Information about our learning
	How can you help at home?

	English

	Reading – we will continue to work on our comprehension skills with a particular focus on answering questions about characters, settings and the main events. Our children will continue to work every morning from 9 o’clock in an appropriate phonics group which will support their accurate reading and spelling.
Writing – 
Poetry – first half term. Our focus work will be poetry written by Pie Corbett based on owls.  We will look at how language choice improves our understanding and enjoyment of different poems. We will write our own poems based on the natural world.
Second half term = we will be working on the well-known story ‘Charlotte’s web’ by E.B.White, with the focus on story structure, descriptive language and developing the description of settings. We will be developing our use of adjectives further, extend our use of short & long sentences and work on the beginning/ending of the story. We will be writing our own versions of this story and exploring our main characters through drama.
Our non-fiction will be based on newspaper reports and non-chronological reports linked to ‘Charlotte’s Web’.
Handwriting - we will be working very hard to secure our letter formations and joins. Children should be writing as neatly and clearly as they can in all of their writing.

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar – in addition to our daily phonics sessions the children will have a weekly SPaG lesson.
As a class we will be working
on specific spellings through our writing tasks including prefixes, suffixes and root word meanings.


	Please consider the following ideas:
• Discuss the focus texts
that are being worked on
and talk about the main
features.
• Join Kington library and visit regularly.
• Encourage your child to
read as much
as possible.
• Ask questions about their books (meanings of words etc.). Some example
questions are included at
the end of the pack.
• Encourage your child to use a dictionary and/or
thesaurus to correct any
spellings that need to be
checked in their writing.


	Maths

	In our sessions we will be focusing on number and these are the main objectives which we will be covering: -
· Revisiting and reinforcing column methods for both addition and subtraction.
· Ten hundreds make 1,000 which can also be decomposed into 100 tens and 1,000 ones.
· When multiples of 100 are added or subtracted the sum/difference is always a multiple of 100.
· Numbers over a 1,000 have a structures that relates to their size.
· Numbers can be rounded to simplify calculations.

In addition, we will have at least 4 sessions per week focused on times tables.

	Please consider the following ideas:
• Support your child with
their times tables whether that be on ‘Times Tables Rockstars’ or in practical ways at home e.g. counting in steps of 3,4 or 8 as you walk up-stairs or playing X games such as ‘bump’.
• Be aware and identify
everyday uses of maths
(e.g. money, weighing, time
etc.)
• Helping practise number
bonds & facts.
• Practise telling the time.
• Encourage and support your child with homework tasks.
Times tables is a significant aspect of Y4 mental maths
and is a focus priority for this school year.

	RE 
	What is the ‘Trinity’ and why is it important for Christians?
As part of the Herefordshire syllabus, we will be finding out this term about Christianity and how Christians show their beliefs about God. Our aims are as follows;
· To recognise what a ‘Gospel’ is and give an example of the kind of stories it contains.
· To explore what both baptism and Trinity mean, understanding the importance of water and other key symbols for Christians.
· To describe how Christians, show their beliefs about God and worship in different ways and in the way they live.

	Discuss with your child what they have learnt each week and how they feel about it.

Discuss moments in their own lives which have been special to them and think why.



	Music
	We will be having weekly sessions with Ms Walker from the Encore, Herefordshire music services, who will be teaching us how to play the ukulele! 
This will be a very exciting session.
	Talk to your child about what they have learnt each week with our instrument.
We will organise a class concert for our families this term.

	PE
	For the first half term we will be developing our yoga and netball skills & understanding.
	Please wear correct PE kit to school on a Wednesday and a Friday.

	Computing
	We will be learning key new skills and understanding linked to an understanding of what a network is and how they are kept safe. We will as part of this be considering important e-safety rules.
	If your child has access to a computer, please encourage them to demonstrate the safety rules which we have been discussing in school.

	French
	We will be continuing to learn French in Year 4 and will be extending our knowledge of everyday phrases and vocabulary. This term we will also make a start towards exploring more written French and expanding our awareness of everyday life in France. 
	Please encourage your child to teach you the phrases and vocabulary which we explore each week.

	Jigsaw/ PSHE
	We will be working through our weekly sessions on the unit ‘being me’. We will explore ideas linked to being a class team, thinking about different responsibilities and roles across our school and then as a citizen of our local community.
	Please discuss with your child the main ideas which have been explored in our weekly sessions. What do they think were the main ideas? 


	
Our main theme this term


	
What can we learn about humans and animals? How can animals and humans live in harmony?
Appreciating the natural world and those who live in it


	Science
	First half term – We will be learning about electricity and what it can do. We will investigate and construct simple series circuits and make predictions on whether certain circuits will work or not. We will investigate what materials are conductors and insulators and work on our skills in writing up experiments. We will also investigate how switches work.
Second half term - We will be learning about animal identification and grouping including vertebrates and invertebrates.Through investigations we will explore the effect of exercise on humans and learn more about teeth hygiene. We will also consider foods which are included in the diets of different animals and humans and these which are the most beneficial. When learning about different animals we will also explore what we mean by an ‘endangered species’.

	Identify electrical appliances at home and see if they are mains or battery powered.
Discuss at home how to make a simple circuit.
Find some of your own information about animals which you are particularly interested in.
Think about how you keep your teeth healthy, what advice would you give someone else?
Discuss what you think we could do to help species of animals which are endangered.

	History 
	We will be learning about prehistoric society, Stone Age, Bronze age and Iron Age life. We will be exploring more about archaeologic discoveries and thinking what they have taught us about this period of history. It will be important for us to explore timelines and understand how this period fits in with other eras.
	Using suggested websites to help you to understand more about these topics.
Discussing at home the main focus of our learning in school.

	DT
	Through our humans and animals work in science we will also explore a balanced diet and have opportunity to complete some cookery tasks.
	Having chance at home to try out some of the recipes which we explore in school.

	Art
	We will be developing our charcoal skills as we explore cave art and in the second half term we will be working on a new topic ‘storytelling through drawing’. Exploring how artists create sequenced drawings to share and tell stories. Create accordion books or comic strips to retell poetry or prose through drawing
	Discuss the work which the children have looked at each week and what they enjoyed about it.

	Our class readers this term will be ‘Charlotte’s Web’ by E.B.White.



Adults in 4G
We are supported this year by Miss Griffiths in the mornings as well as Mrs Evans and Mrs Jones. 
Homework
Our weekly homework activities give good opportunities for you to talk with your child about their current learning and to support them as they complete their spellings, times tables and reading challenges. They are set on a Friday and should be returned to school by the following Friday. 
Reading
In Year 4 daily reading practice remains a focus and is incredibly important. We have established a system in school for the return of books and the children understand this well. Our children will continue to work through our school ‘book band’ system completing individual assessments based on word lists before being ready to move onto the next colour. Please find attached to this guide examples of questions which can support the children’s reading at home. In addition to the physical books which the children will bring home they can also access many more books via their Pearson/Bug Club account. Any or all of this type of reading will support their homework reading expectations.
Times Tables
In Year 4 the national expectation is that the children know their tables from X2 through to X12 with fluency and accuracy, to support the children to be able to do this we will continue to use ‘timestable rockstars’ and support our understanding and recall of these tables through practical activities and games. 
Any support which you can offer your child with this would be greatly received and I am always happy to help provide resources to use at home.
As always if there are any questions about any of the information in this guide please don’t hesitate to ask me.
Kind regards, Mrs Guy





















Here are some additional ideas for questions to ask about a text and to support your general ‘reading chat’ when reading at home.
Fiction
Q What sort of person is……? What makes you think that?
Q What is your opinion of this character?
Q How do you know (character) was feeling: happy, sad, scared, excited?
Q ……was feeling upset. How do you know? Find two pieces of evidence
Q What choice would you have made?
Q Why do you think ………is acting in this way?
Q Why do you think ……… said “…………………..” ?
Q What do you think …meant when he/she said “……………”
Q What does this tell you about what he/she was thinking/feeling?
Q How do you know ……… and …………were enemies? Best friends? Find 2 pieces of evidence.
Q Which of these characters do you feel closest to? Why?
Q Why do you think the author describes the setting as “………”
Q Who is your favourite character? Why?
Q Look at the author’s description of ….. Why do you think the author wrote the description in this way?
Q Why do you think the author chose to use a short sentence in this part of the story?
Q Did you enjoy this story? Why?
Q What, in your opinion, was the most exciting part of the story, explain your answer in as much detail as you can.
Q What is your opinion of the ending the author chose?
Q Can you think of an alternative ending?
Q Does this story have a moral/message?
Q Which words or phrases create suspense in this piece of writing?
Q How does this text compare to other books that you have read by the same author?










Non-Fiction
Q What is the information on the back of a story book called?
Q Where will you find an index? In which order will you find these words?
Q Can you explain what information you will find in a glossary?
Q Where will you find the contents in a non-fiction book?
Q What are the differences between fiction and non-fiction?
Q What information does this diagram tell you?
Q Why do you think the author chose to use arrows/lines in this diagram?
Q How does the way the title has been written encourage you to read this report?
Q What is the difference between a non-chronological report and an explanation?
Q Is this advertisement a good example of a persuasive text? If so, Why? Why not?



Poetry

Q Which words rhyme in this poem?
Q Which adjectives have been used to describe……?
Q Which genre best describes this story? Explain using evidence from the text
Q What type of text is this? How do you know this?
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